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The next major crisis with Pakistan could derail our

economic growth and hurt Narendra Modi’s domestic

standing.

Danger zone: Posturing against
Pakistan can be costly for India
Hindustan Times | By Sameer Lalwani
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After effectively “scuppering” the much-anticipated meeting

between the Indian and Pakistani national security advisers

in late August, observers noted that the Narendra Modi

government had “abandoned” comprehensive talks for

circumscribed dialogue. A number of pundits applauded the

strong message to Pakistan as well as the patent disinterest

in reviving links. The Indian Army followed with a statement

that it was preparing for a short, swift war with Pakistan to

retaliate if provoked and impose severe costs to bolster

deterrence. Both the cold shoulder to talks and the re-

brandishing of this “Cold Start” option are intended to signal

toughness abroad and at home, but actually expose India to

grave vulnerabilities.
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A BSF soldier stands guard outside the paramilitary’s headquarters in New Delhi. India
and Pakistan ties have taken a beating with threats and warning flowing from both
sides.(AP)
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The danger of such posturing is that any crisis or limited

confrontation carries some risk of nuclear escalation. And by

severely constraining contacts between key officials,

diplomats, and security forces in order to punish Pakistan,

India limits channels of communication and institutional

mechanisms of dialogue necessary to manage crises, or

facilitate a climbdown from militarised standoffs. After all,

hotlines offer little restraint without relationships built on

direct and ongoing dialogue. It is one thing to talk about using
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a gun for the sake of deterrence, but quite another to

brandish it while the safety is off.

Bracketing questions of limited war’s strategic utility or
Show Full Article
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Mamdani may be deemed a divisive figure even within

the Democrat establishment for his radical views, which

will make it easy for the MAGA bloc to caricature.

The unexpected rise of Zohran
Mamdani
By HT Editorial

The unexpected arrival of Zohran Mamdani to the

centrestage of American politics is remarkable. Born to

parents of Indian origin — academic Mahmood Mamdani and

filmmaker Mira Nair — the 33-year-old self-declared
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democratic socialist is the antithesis of all that Donald

Trump’s America represents. President Trump’s response on

social media to Mamdani clinching the Democratic party’s

nomination for the New York mayoral poll, scheduled for

later this year, was: “A 100% communist lunatic, has just won

the Dem Primary, and is on his way to becoming mayor.”

That said, Mamdani may be deemed a divisive figure even

within the Democrat establishment for his radical views,

Mamdani’s rise in the Democratic ranks may not be merely a reflection of the Big
Apple’s melting pot society, but also a pushback from young Democrats. (REUTERS)
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